
Big Careers on 
the small screen –
English at work 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes

Duration: 20 minutes (option to increase or decrease this during the post activity discussion and to skip over first “idea to broadcast” slide if students have seen this before)

Learning Outcomes

Able to see a real world application in TV & Broadcasting of the skills and knowledge gained from studying English.
Experiencing some of what a “commissioner” job involves at Channel 4.
Using English skills including: Finding information in multi-modal text through process of skimming & scanning, recognising implied meaning within the text, debating skills to explain their choice of pitch to select within a structured discussion.



From idea to 
broadcast...

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher Notes – 1 or 3 minutes

Explain the process of turning an idea into being broadcast on channel 4 
Note: If this is not the first time the students have seen this slide, then just a brief re-cap and highlight todays focus as per below.

Here is how a programme goes from idea to being available for you to watch on your TV or other device. 
    
It all starts with a production company selling an idea for the programme to a broadcaster like Channel 4. They might give them some scene scripts of what the actors and actresses might say, some storyboards with pictures of how it might look and information on how much it might cost to make or “produce”. Channel 4 say “yes we like it, here is the money” (which they take from the pot of money they receive from companies paying to advertise their products during the TV programmes you watch)
“Production” or the making process starts and can take a few days to a few months to complete depending on the type of programme being made. There are lots of people involved in this ranging from those that organise who needs to be where and when, creative roles to bring the story idea to life with the right lines, hair and make-up, set design through to more technical roles making sure the action is captured to a high quality on camera and edited correctly
Once the programme is ready, Channel 4 then decide what day and time to “schedule” or show the programme and needs to tell people when it is on so they can get as many people to watch it as possible.

Today we will be focussing on the Commissioner role.




How are English skills used in a 
“Commiss ioners” job?

ENGLISH 
SKILLS

Reading & 
Critical 

Reasoning

Skimming & 
Scanning

Debating & 
Presenting

Verbal & 
Written 

Communication

Identifying 
implied meaning

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher Notes – 4 minutes

Here is a bit more information about the job of a Commissioner working at a broadcaster like Channel 4:
A Commissioner decides what programmes get made and when it’s going to be broadcast or released. 
They listen to pitches from independent productions companies and decide whether to give the company the money to make it and then broadcast it on their channels. 
They need to commission a broad range of content, which reflects their whole audience. 
They also need to be aware of current TV watching trends by their audience and the whole output of the company as well as other broadcasters. 
They need to make sure a programme will be shown on the right channel and at the right time for its audience. 

They need to use English skills such as:
Reading and critical reasoning to decide whether the programme being sold to them or “pitched” meets what they know their audience wants to watch. 
Skimming and scanning skills are important as they get so many applications with pages and pages of text to read so being able to quickly find key information so they can make a decision is useful.
Sometimes it is not always obvious who the programme is for or what the programme aims are so a commissioner has to look for implied meaning like we learn in English.
And it is not always easy to decide which programme to select and so debating with other people they work with helps make those decisions and weigh up the positives and downsides of the pitches.



You work at Channel 4 and have 
been sent two “pitches” for new TV 
programmes to choose from.

You need to read the pitches and 
select one.

The broadcast timeslot you have 
available to show the new 
programme is 6pm.

Target audience is 11-14 year olds.

Try a Commissioner job yourself…

You need to highlight 
where you see evidence 
of:

Cultural/Social or historical 
context

Suitability for target 
audience

Key character 
descriptions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes – 3 minutes brief + 5 minutes activity

Read the brief for the activity on the slide and give students the handouts. Students can work individually or in pairs.

Students must read, highlight key points and choose a programme to commission within a 5 minute time limit.
The time is deliberately short to encourage use of skim and scanning techniques used in study of English at school and useful outside of the classroom in jobs like a commissioner where they have a lot of information to get through in short space of time.

Tell the students they have 5 minutes to quickly read through the information ready to vote for their chosen programme to “commission”.





Which idea would 
you choose to 
commiss ion & why?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes – 5 minutes

At the end of 5 minutes ask students to do a hands up vote to commission “The Cat Flap” or “Balloon Master”.
Ask groups or individuals to explain their choice.

Follow up questions for a structured discussion about the programme pitches they read could include:
What information did you find about the key characters? 
The historical, social or cultural context? – Reference to society problem with widespread homeless cats across the UK and historical reference to where balloon twisting originated.
Suitability for the target audience – example of implied meaning on “The Cat Flap” where it says “suitable for family viewing”. Did they spot that? In the balloon master example, implied suitability for target audience could have been from the creation images or stereotype that balloon twisting activities are often part of a child's party entertainment.
If you had more time, what would you do differently?
What further information would you have liked to help make your decision?



Big Careers on 
the small screen –
English at work 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes

Duration: 15 minutes (option to increase or decrease this during the post activity discussion and to skip over first “idea to broadcast” slide if students have seen this before)

Learning Outcomes

Able to see a real world application in TV & Broadcasting of the skills and knowledge gained from studying English.
Experiencing some of what a “Director” job involves in making a TV programme.
Using English skills including: creative language and verbal communication skills



From idea to 
broadcast...

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher Notes – 1 or 3 minutes

Explain the process of turning an idea into being broadcast on channel 4 
Note: If this is not the first time the students have seen this slide, then just a brief re-cap and highlight todays focus as per below.

Here is how a programme goes from idea to being available for you to watch on your TV or other device. 
    
It all starts with a production company selling an idea for the programme to a broadcaster like Channel 4. They might give them some scene scripts of what the actors and actresses might say, some storyboards with pictures of how it might look and information on how much it might cost to make or “produce”. Channel 4 say “yes we like it, here is the money” (which they take from the pot of money they receive from companies paying to advertise their products during the TV programmes you watch)
“Production” or the making process starts and can take a few days to a few months to complete depending on the type of programme being made. There are lots of people involved in this ranging from those that organise who needs to be where and when, creative roles to bring the story idea to life with the right lines, hair and make-up, set design through to more technical roles making sure the action is captured to a high quality on camera and edited correctly
Once the programme is ready, Channel 4 then decide what day and time to “schedule” or show the programme and needs to tell people when it is on so they can get as many people to watch it as possible.

Today we will be focussing on the Director role.




How are English skills  used 
in a “Multi-Camera 
Director’s” job?

ENGLISH 
SKILLS

Reading & 
Critical 

Reasoning

Verbal & 
written 

communication

Identifying 
implied meaning

Creativity

Influencing 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher Notes – 3 minutes

In TV & Broadcasting there are different types of Directors that are all collectively responsible for every aspect of capturing the content that is show on screen. The Director we are going to focus on today is the Multi-Camera Director. Multi-Camera Directors are at the heart of a large studio or outside broadcast production. They often work on big-budget programmes, either in the studio or outside, sometimes with as many as 30 cameras or more.  

Here is a bit more information about the job of a Multi-Camera Director.
It is the job of a Multi-Camera Director to imagine the script for a TV programme in a visual form and brings everything altogether to deliver this.
They then need to communicate what they imagine to get the best out of the people involved in filming it.
They direct the camera crew, guide the lighting and sound team and set the pace and style of the production. 
They are responsible for the look and feel of a programme.

They need to use English skills such as:
Reading and critical reasoning to understand the script, identify implied meaning from words and find creative ways to interpret what has been written through the actions of people.
Being able to communicate clearly and use creative language skills are important to make sure everyone is heading in the right direction to achieve the end result the director is aiming for.
They are responsible for creating the camera script, which if it is a well-prepared and clear saves studio time and should result in a far more polished programme.

First AD - Gareth Thomas on Vimeo



Try a Director 
job yourself…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes – 5 minutes if doing 1 task & 10 minutes if doing both tasks.

Split students into small groups – minimum of 5 per group. 
Ask one person in each group to be the Director and give them the handout with title “Director Task 1”.
The director is not allowed to show the group what is on the handout.
Instructions for the person doing the job of Director are on the handout but you can say the following to introduce the task:

The aim of the task is to experience using creative language and verbal communication skills to bring ideas and written words to life through people – these are core skills used by a Director when making a TV programme.

After students have completed the task, option to ask another person in each group to have a go at being the Director and give that person handout with the title “Director Task 2”.



How did you 
find that 
activity?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes – 5 minutes

Follow up questions for a structured discussion about the activity could include:
Was it easier interpreting words or a picture? Why do you think that was?
What did you find difficult about this task?
What was good about not having much information?
Did you have to try saying your instructions differently to each member of the group to explain what you meant or were your instructions clear to everyone straight away?

You could conclude by saying:

English skills were really useful in this task as you needed to change the language you used to explain what you wanted the different people around you to do. This is important in any job involving people.



Big Careers on 
the small screen –
English at work 3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes

Duration: 15 minutes (option to increase the time by giving students additional task to write their own casting advert or decrease by skipping over first “idea to broadcast” slide if students have seen this before)

Learning Outcomes

Able to see a real world application in TV & Broadcasting of the skills and knowledge gained from studying English.
Experiencing some of what a “Casting” job involves in making a TV programme.
Using English skills including: creative language, written communication and importance of correct grammar & spelling



From idea to 
broadcast...

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes – 1 or 3 minutes

Explain the process of turning an idea into being broadcast on channel 4 
Note: If this is not the first time the students have seen this slide, then just a brief re-cap and highlight todays focus as per below.

Here is how a programme goes from idea to being available for you to watch on your TV or other device. 
    
It all starts with a production company selling an idea for the programme to a broadcaster like Channel 4. They might give them some scene scripts of what the actors and actresses might say, some storyboards with pictures of how it might look and information on how much it might cost to make or “produce”. Channel 4 say “yes we like it, here is the money” (which they take from the pot of money they receive from companies paying to advertise their products during the TV programmes you watch)
“Production” or the making process starts and can take a few days to a few months to complete depending on the type of programme being made. There are lots of people involved in this ranging from those that organise who needs to be where and when, creative roles to bring the story idea to life with the right lines, hair and make-up, set design through to more technical roles making sure the action is captured to a high quality on camera and edited correctly
Once the programme is ready, Channel 4 then decide what day and time to “schedule” or show the programme and needs to tell people when it is on so they can get as many people to watch it as possible.

Today we will be focussing on the Casting role.




It’s a programme’s characters that 
make it so popular!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes – 3 minutes

Channel 4 programmes like Gogglebox, Married at First Sight and Teens First Dates are popular programmes because they feature people who make us laugh and very often we can relate to them or they remind us of characters we might have met in our lives.

To find characters to star in these TV programmes, a process called “casting”, a group of people get paid to use their English language skills these include; writing creative adverts to encourage people to apply to appear on these programmes, use research skills to see where they might find them, speak to potential people on the phone known as a “casting call” to see if they would be a good fit and appeal to the programmes audience, create a shortlist, meet them, called an “audition” and select the people they want.

Watch this clip of Channel 4 programme, Teens First Dates and then you will get to experience writing your own casting advert to get new people to take part in the show.

Use this link if the embedded link does not work or go straight to activity - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2pbrUFcRbjM





You need to edit the advert 
to be posted on social 
media, looking for new 
people to take part in the 
next series of the TV 
programme “Teen First 
Dates”

Try a Casting job yourself…

You need to think about:

Is the grammar correct?

Checking for spelling 
mistakes

Adding more 
creative language 
to encourage more 
applicants

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes – 7 minutes

Read the brief for the activity on the slide and give students the handouts. Students can work individually or in pairs.

Students must read, highlight spelling and grammar errors and add in more creative and exciting language.
Allow at least 5 minutes for this task.

Activity de-brief:
Ask some students to share their new advert and tell you where they spotted the spelling and grammatical errors. (See typo handout version with these highlighted).

To do this job you had to use many skills you learn in English such as:
Creative language to make the advert sound more interesting for people to apply for
As well as basic spelling and grammar skills.

Option to do additional activity on next slide or jump straight to slide 18.



Now try writing your own 
advert to encourage 
applicants to take part in 
a TV gameshow of your 
choice.

Try a Casting job yourself…

You need to think about:

Why people should take
part & apply?

How many people you are 
looking for & geographical 
location where filming will take 
place

How to apply?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes

OPTIONAL ACTIVITY EXTENSION – allow as much time as you feel appropriate.




Meet Fliss – a Casting Researcher at Channel 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher Notes – 3 minutes

We are going to finish this session by watching a video of Fliss who will give us some insights into her job working as a casting researcher alongside Casting Directors at Channel 4.



Big Careers on 
the small screen –
English at work 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes

Duration: 20 minutes (option to decrease by skipping over first “idea to broadcast” slide if students have seen this before or increase by repeating the task and allowing more time for discussion post activity)

Learning Outcomes

Able to see a real world application in TV & Broadcasting of the skills and knowledge gained from studying English.
Experiencing some of what a “Script Editor” job involves in making a TV programme.
Using English skills including: creative language, reading & critical reasoning, verbal communication



From idea to 
broadcast...

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes – 1 or 3 minutes

Explain the process of turning an idea into being broadcast on channel 4 
Note: If this is not the first time the students have seen this slide, then just a brief re-cap and highlight todays focus as per below.

Here is how a programme goes from idea to being available for you to watch on your TV or other device. 
    
It all starts with a production company selling an idea for the programme to a broadcaster like Channel 4. They might give them some scene scripts of what the actors and actresses might say, some storyboards with pictures of how it might look and information on how much it might cost to make or “produce”. Channel 4 say “yes we like it, here is the money” (which they take from the pot of money they receive from companies paying to advertise their products during the TV programmes you watch)
“Production” or the making process starts and can take a few days to a few months to complete depending on the type of programme being made. There are lots of people involved in this ranging from those that organise who needs to be where and when, creative roles to bring the story idea to life with the right lines, hair and make-up, set design through to more technical roles making sure the action is captured to a high quality on camera and edited correctly
Once the programme is ready, Channel 4 then decide what day and time to “schedule” or show the programme and needs to tell people when it is on so they can get as many people to watch it as possible.

Today we will be focussing on the Script Editor role.




How are English skills used 
in a “Script Editor” job?

English Skills

Reading & 
Critical 

Reasoning

Verbal & 
written 

communication

Identifying
implied 

meaning

Creativity

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher Notes – 3 minutes

Here is a bit more information about the job of a Script Editor.
TV programmes are often written by more than one person. This is great for getting lots of ideas and content but needs a person to piece all these ideas and “edit” them so they fit together like a jigsaw puzzle to create the best story.

They need to use English skills such as:
Reading and critical reasoning to understand what each of the different writers are trying to say, identify implied meaning from words and find creative ways to include the best ideas to create the final script to be used in filming.
Being able to communicate clearly and use creative language skills are important to make sure everyone is happy with the way the ideas are being used. 
The script editor has to get the best out of the writers, if they communicate badly, the writers might not be motivated to keep writing scripts for them to edit.

Video link here - 4Schools (vimeo.com)



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes – 2 minutes

Watch this clip of Channel 4 programme “Ackley Bridge” and then you are going to have a go at writing a script for it and one of you will be the script editor to pull all the ideas together.

For anyone who has not seen the programme, Ackley Bridge is set in a fictional Yorkshire mill town, in an Academy formed by the merger of an all-white and an all-Asian school. Here, the lives and cultures of each community collide, giving us a gritty, honest and humorous insight into modern Britain.

Option to play the embedded video or use this link - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RxDmDISxe4Y




You need to take it in turns in your group to write 
a line each of a story for an episode of “Ackley 
Bridge”.

One of you will then experience the job of a 
“Script Editor” by reading the story and adding or 
removing words and phrases so that the story 
makes sense. 

Try a Script Editor job yourself…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes – 10 minutes (or longer if time allows to repeat activity)

Read the brief for the activity on the slide and give students the handouts. Students need to be split into groups of between 4 – 6.

The aim of this activity is to use creative language skills to work together to tell a story. Other skills used in this activity that are valued by employers are verbal reasoning and teamworking skills.

Give students the handout. 
Instructions are on there but remind them to take it in turns to write one line each, fold paper down along the dotted line and pass to the next person in the group. 
No one should look at the previous persons line. It is the job of the person who volunteers to take the Script Editor job to read the whole story at the end. 
The Script Editor must then edit the script to ensure it makes sense applying creative language skills and good verbal communication with group members to ensure they are happy with the changes to their idea.
Option to repeat the exercise more than once and let other group members be creative with story writing and others try being the Script Editor.



How did you 
find that task?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes – 5 minutes

Ask the person who was the script editor in the group:

How did you feel when you “edited”, made changes to one of the group members text?
Did you think about how the person felt about you changing their idea?
Would you do anything differently if you were to do this task again?

Good script editors are skilled at building relationships with the people’s text they are editing. 
Every writer has a different voice and attention to detail is important. 
Sometimes, a writer knows what they want to say but they’re not confident in translating it to the page, so a good script editor is able to make their writers comfortable and give them the confidence in their own voice to write a strong script. 



Big Careers on 
the small screen –
English at work 5

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes

Duration: 20 minutes (option to decrease by skipping over first “idea to broadcast” slide if students have seen this before or increase by allowing more time for discussion post activity)

Learning Outcomes

Able to see a real world application in TV & Broadcasting of the skills and knowledge gained from studying English.
Experiencing some of what a “Screenwriter” job involves in making a TV programme.
Using English skills including: creative language, planning and research and written communication



From idea to 
broadcast...

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes – 1 or 3 minutes

Explain the process of turning an idea into being broadcast on channel 4 
Note: If this is not the first time the students have seen this slide, then just a brief re-cap and highlight todays focus as per below.

Here is how a programme goes from idea to being available for you to watch on your TV or other device. 
    
It all starts with a production company selling an idea for the programme to a broadcaster like Channel 4. They might give them some scene scripts of what the actors and actresses might say, some storyboards with pictures of how it might look and information on how much it might cost to make or “produce”. Channel 4 say “yes we like it, here is the money” (which they take from the pot of money they receive from companies paying to advertise their products during the TV programmes you watch)
“Production” or the making process starts and can take a few days to a few months to complete depending on the type of programme being made. There are lots of people involved in this ranging from those that organise who needs to be where and when, creative roles to bring the story idea to life with the right lines, hair and make-up, set design through to more technical roles making sure the action is captured to a high quality on camera and edited correctly
Once the programme is ready, Channel 4 then decide what day and time to “schedule” or show the programme and needs to tell people when it is on so they can get as many people to watch it as possible.

Today we will be focussing on the Screenwriter role.




Screenwriters  
often produce 
treatments“A treatment is a document 
that presents the story idea of 
your programme before 
writing the entire script.”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes – 3 minutes

A treatment is a document that presents the story idea of your programme before writing the entire script. 
Treatments are often written in present tense, in a narrative-like prose, and highlight the most important information about your film, including title, logline (one line summary of your story proposal), plot summary about what happens, and character descriptions.
Treatments are a way for a screenwriter to test out an idea before investing their creative energy fully into writing the whole thing. 
Treatments also allow for screenwriters to summarise their story idea so they can present the story to people who work at a broadcaster like Channel 4 or producers who might want to pay the money for the programme to be made.




Try a 
Screenwriter
job yourself…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes – minimum of 10 minutes or longer if time allows.

Students can work on this individually or in pairs.

You are going to have a go at writing a “treatment” for your own idea for a new TV programme to be broadcast on Channel 4 and suitable for an 11-14 year old audience. 

To do this you will be using some of the skills you learn when studying English such as: 
Planning and research skills to think about what you are going to include in your treatment
Creative writing skills to convince another person that your new programme idea is worth investing money in to turn into a real programme.

Use the headings on the handout provided to give you a guide on what to include. 
You might want to write your ideas on post it notes and then piece them back together if that is helpful.



Share your 
new TV 
programme 
ideas…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes - 5 minutes

Depending on the energy levels in the room and time remaining for the session, select at least 1 group to talk through their “treatment” document.

Follow up questions could include:
How did you find that job? What did you enjoy about it? What was the most challenging part?
If you had longer for this activity, what further research would you like to do to help you plan your TV programme idea?




Big Careers on 
the small screen –
English at work 6

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes

Duration: 10 minutes

Learning Outcomes

Able to see a real world application in TV & Broadcasting of the skills and knowledge gained from studying English within a Floor Manager job.



How are English skills used in a Floor 
Manager job when broadcasting live TV?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes

When a live TV programme is being made in a studio, the place where all the action is being filmed and all people involved with making the programme such as the camera crew, lighting through to the presenters and studio director etc are all on what is referred to as the studio “floor”. 

The job of the Floor manager is to coordinate and talk to all the people working on that floor.

Watch this video clip of a real floor manager in action and then we will look at how the skills you learn in English are used in this job.

Play the embedded video or use this link - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qb61rQr30y8




Can you identify 
where verbal 
communication 
and creative 
language skills  
are needed on 
this Floor 
Manager job 
description?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Teacher notes

Read the brief for the activity on the slide and give students the handouts. Students can work on this individually or in pairs.

Some example answers featured on the answer handout include:
Greeting presenters, helping people stay calm and audience communication – all require creative language and verbal communication, which also doubles up as relationship building skills that many employers look for where you are required to talk to a lot of people in a job. Relationships are important to build trust.
Liaising with camera and sound team members and giving safety briefings – not only require verbal communication skills but these must be clear to avoid mistakes or accidents occurring.

Further explanation:
A floor manager also needs to explaining what’s needed clearly to experienced presenters and people who have never been on TV before, talk to the audience in a way that informs and entertains
Show listening skills to the director at the same time as being alert to what’s happening on the floor and talking to presenters and guests
Choosing the right words at the right time to keep everyone happy in the studio.
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